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Sxteenyearsagol stoodin the Departmenbf Gov-
ernmenbf theUniversityof Texasto giveatalk. | was
fresh out of graduateschool,andit was my heres-
why-you-should-hire-mdecture. | wantedto teach
aboutethicsandpolitics, so asacademigob seelers
do everywhere] wasshowing thefacultymy stuff.

Sowhatdid | tell them? Two things. The first was
thatwe humanbeingsjust make up the differencebe-
tweengood and evil; the secondwasthat we arent
responsibldor whatwe do aryway. And | laid outa
ten-yearplan for rekuilding ethicalandpolitical the-
ory onthesetwo propositions.

Doesthat seemto you a good plan for gettinga job
teachingthe young?Or doesit seema betterplanfor
gettingcommittedto the statementalhospital?Well,
| wasnt committedto the statementalhospital,but |
did getajob teachingheyoung.

I’ve beenasled to tell you how | becamea nihilist,
andI’ve beenasled to tell you how | escapedrom
nihilism.

no. 1

Perhapg shouldfirst explain just whatmy amgument
for nihilism was.

As | mentionedabore, | madetwo claims: first that
we make up the differencebetweengood and evil,
secondhatwe arent responsibldéor whatwe do ary-
way. My argumentreversedthis order, becausdirst
| deniedfreewill. The reasoningwvasnot very orig-
inal. Everythingwe do or think or feel, | thought,is
just an effect of prior causes.It doesnt matterthat
someof thoseprior causesare my previous deedsor
thoughtsor feelings,becausahosewould be effects
of still earliercausesandif we tracedthe chainfur-
therandfurtherback,sooneror laterwe would come
to causeghat are outsideof me completely suchas
my heredityandernvironment.

Secondl concludedthat if we don't have free will,
thengoodandevil cant make senseOntheonehand
I’'m notresponsibldor my deedssol cant bepraised
or blamedfor goodor evil; ontheotherhandl’m not
responsibldor my thoughts,sol can't have ary con-
fidencethat my reasoningwill lead me to the truth
aboutgoodandevil. Sofarit mayseenthatmy argu-
mentwasmerelyskeptical,notnihilist. Butl reasoned
thatif thegoodfor mancannotbeknown to man,then
it cannotbe offeredto manashis good;for all practi-
cal purposesthereis no good.

This practical nihilism was linked with a practical
atheism,for my agumentswere couchedin sucha
way that | thoughtthey appliedto God too. He
couldnt escapecausalityeither | thought;therefore
He couldnt possessonfidentknowledgeof goodand
evil any morethan| could. And evenif He could
achieve sucha standardjt would make no senseor
Him to enforceit. Trappedn causalitylike Him, hu-
man beingshave no ultimate control over their con-
duct. The upshotwasthat althoughGod might exist,
He would beirrelevant. | couldnt quite rule out the
existenceof God, but | thought! could rule out the
existenceof a Godthatmattered.

Holes Large and Numerous

Theholesin the precedingargumentsaresolargethat
one canseelight throughthem. Onehole is thatin



orderto dery free will | assumedhat!| understood
causality Thatis foolish becausé didn’t know what
causalityreally is ary more than| understandvhat
free will really is. They are equally wonderfuland
mysterioussol hadno businesgretendingo under
standonein orderto attackthe other Anotherprob-
lem is that my agumentwas self-referentiallyinco-
herent.If my lack of freewill mademy reasoningin-
reliablesol couldnt find out which ideasaboutgood
andevil aretrue,thenby the sametoken| shouldnt
have beenableto find out which ideasaboutfree will
aretrueeither Butin thatcasd hadnobusinesslery-
ing thatl hadfreewill in thefirst place.

At this point two things mustbe clearly understood.
Thefirst: Onemight think thatmy argumentsfor ni-
hilism werewhatled meto becomea nihilist, but that
is not true. | wascommittedto nihilism already and
cooked up the agumentsonly to rationalizeit. The
second:One might think that my recognitionof the
holesin the agumentsverewhatenabledmeto “es-
cape”nihilism, but thatis not true either | sav the
holesin my agumentseven at thetime, andcovered
them over with elaboratenonsensdike the needto
take anironic view of reality. Goodandevil justhad
to bemeaninglesandpersonatesponsibilityjusthad
to be non&istent. The agumentswere secondary |
wasdetermined.

A friend, may he forgive me for quoting him, thinks
my dismissalof my previousrationalizationsaselab-
oratenonsenseDoesit seemtoo pat?ls it really that
simple?Theanswelis thatyes,it reallyis thatsimple.
In my presenbpinion (thoughnot my opinion of six-
teenyearsago),modernethicsis goingaboutmatters
backwards.It assumeshatthe problemof humansin
is mainly cognitive, thatit hasto do with the stateof
ourknowledge.In otherwords,it holdsthatwe really
don't know what's right and wrong andthat we are
trying to find out. Actually the problemis volitional.
It hasto do with the stateof our will. In otherwords,
by andlargewe do know thebasicsof right andwrong
but wish we didn’t, andwe aretrying, for onereason
or anotherto keepourselesin ignorance.ls this an
ad hominemamgumentthat becausany motive was
bad, my nihilism musthave beenfalse? No, it is a
diagnosiswith myselfascasein point. My nihilism
was“false” becausét wasself-referentiallyincoher
ent. [There may exist nihilisms which are falsefor
reasontherthan self-referentiallyincohereng, but
I amspeakingonly of theversionl heldmyself.] The
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motive was“bad” becausealthoughl knew thisto be
the case ratherthangive up the nihilism | embraced
theincohereng. What onemustdo with sucha fel-
low as| oncewasis not to tell him what he doesnt
know (becausdnereally knows it), but to blow away
thesmole screendy which he hidesfrom the knowl-
edgehehasalready

The Motives Behind Nihilism

Thenhow did | becomea nihilist? Why wasl sode-

terminedWhatweremy realmotives?

Therewere quite a few. Onewasthat having been
caughtup in radical politics of the late 'sixties and

early’seventies,| hadmy own ideasaboutredeeming
the world, ideasthat were opposedto the Christian
faith of my childhood. As | got further and further

from God,| alsogotfurtherandfurtherfrom common
sensabouta lot of otherthings,includingmorallaw

andpersonalesponsibility

Thatfirst reasorfor nihilism led to asecond By now

| had committedcertainsinsthat| didn't wantto re-

pent. Becausethe presenceof God mademe more

andmoreuncomfortable] beganlooking for reasons
to believethatHe didn't exist. It’ safunny thing about
us humanbeings: not mary of us doubtGod’s exis-

tenceandthenstartsinning. Most of ussin andthen

startdoubtingHis existence.

A third reasorfor beinga nihilist wassimply thatni-
hilism wastaughtto me. | may have beenraisedby
Christianparentsput I’ d heardall throughschoolthat
eventhemostbasicideasaboutgoodandevil aredif-
ferentin every society That's empirically false as
C.S. Lewis remarled, “cultures may disagreeabout
whethera manmay have onewife or four, but all of
themknow aboutmarriage;they may disagreeabout
which actionsaremostcourageoushut noneof them
rank cowardiceasa virtue.” But by the time | was
taughtthe falseanthropologyof the times, | wanted
very muchto believeit.

A fourth reasonyelatedto thelast, wasthe very way
| wastaughtto uselanguageMy high schoolEnglish
teachersvere determinedo teachme the difference
betweenwhatthey calledfactsandwhat they called
opinions,and| noticedthat moral propositionswere
alwaysincludedamongthe opinions. My college so-
cial sciencdeachersvereequallydeterminedo teach
me the differencebetweenwhatthey calledfactsand
whatthey called“values; andto muchthe sameef-
fect: theatomicweight of sodiumwasa fact, but the
wrong of murderwasnot. | thoughtthatto speakin



this fashionwasto be logical. Of courseit hadnoth-
ing to do with logic; it wasmerelynihilism itself, in

disguise.

A fifth reasonfor nihilism was that disbelieving in

Godwasagoodwayto getbackatHim for thevarious
thingswhich predictablywentwrongin my life afterl

hadlosthold of Him. Now of coursef Goddidn't ex-

ist thenl couldnt getbackat Him, sothis may seem
a strangesort of disbelief. But mostdisbeliefis like
that.

A sixth reasonfor nihilism wasthat | had cometo
confusesciencewith a certainworld view, onewhich
mary sciencewriters hold but thatreally hasnothing
to with science.l meanthe view thatnothingis real
but matter If nothingis real but matter thenthere
couldnt be suchthingsasminds,morallaw, or God,
could there? After all, noneof thoseare matter Of
coursenot eventhe propertiesof matterarematter so
afterawhile it becamehardto believe in matteritself.
But by thattime | wassodisorderedhatl couldnt tell
how disordered was.| recognizedhat! hadcommit-
tedyetanothelincohereny, but | concludedhatreal-
ity itself wasincoherentandthat| waspretty clever
to have figuredthis out even more so, becausen an
incoherentorld, figuring didn't make sensesither

A seventh and reinforcing reasonfor nihilism was
that for all of the other reasons,| had fallen under
the spell of the nineteenth-centuryGermanwriter
Friedrich Nietzsche. | was, if anything, more Niet-
zschearthanhe was. Whereashe thoughtthat given
themeaninglessnesd things,nothingwasleft but to
laughor be silent, | recognizedthat not even laugh-
ter or silencewereleft. Onehadno reasonto do or
not do anything at all. Thisis aterrible thing to be-
lieve, but like Nietzsche| imaginedmyselfoneof the
few who could believe suchthings who could walk
therocky heightswherethe air is thin andcold. But
themainreason wasanihilist, thereasorthattiedall
theseotherreasondogetherwassheey mulishpride.
| didn't wantGodto beGod;| wanted].Budziszevski
tobeGod. | seethatnow. But | didn't seethatthen.
The Stupidity of the Intelligent

| have alreadysaidthateverythinggoeswrong with-
out God. This is true even of the good things He’s
givenus, suchasour minds. One of the goodthings
I’ve beengiven is a strongerthan averagemind. |
don't make the obsenation to boast; humanbeings
aregiven diversegifts to sene Him in diverseways.
Theproblemis thata strongmind thatrefuseghecall
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to sene God hasits own way of goingwrong. When
somepeopleflee from Godthey rob andkill. When
othersflee from Godthey do a lot of drugsandhave
alot of sex. Whenl fled from God | didn't do ary
of thosethings; my way of fleeingwasto getstupid.
Thoughit alwayscomesasa surpriseto intellectuals,
there are someforms of stupidity that one must be
highly intelligentandeducatedo commit. Godkeeps
themin his arsenalto pull down mulish pride, and|
discoreredthemall. Thatis how | endedup doing
a doctoraldissertationto prove that we make up the
differencebetweengoodandevil andthat we arent
responsiblefor what we do. | remembemow that |
eventaughtthesethingsto studentsnow that's sin.

It wasalsoagory. You cannotimaginewhata person
hasto doto himselfwell, if youarelikel was,maybe
you canwhat a personhasto do to himselfto go on
believing suchnonsenseSt. Paul saidthattheknowl-
edgeof God’s law is “written on our hearts,our con-
sciencesalsobearingwitness. The way naturallaw
thinkersputthis is to saythatthey constitutethe deep
structureof our minds. That meansthat so long as
we have minds,we cant not know them. Well, | was
unusuallydeterminednot to know them; thereforel
hadto destroy my mind. | resistedthe temptationto
believe in goodwith asmuch enegy as somesaints
resistthe temptationto neglect good. For instance,
| loved my wife andchildren, but | was determined
to regardthis love as merely a subjectve preference
with no realandobjective value. Think whatthis did
to very capacityto lovethem. After all, loveis acom-
mitmentof thewill to thetruegoodof anotheperson,
andhow canone’swill becommittedto thetruegood
of anothemersonif hedenieshereality of good,de-
niesthe reality of persons.and deniesthat his com-
mitmentsarein his control?

Visualizea man openingup the accespanelsof his
mind and pulling out all the componentghat have
God's imagestampedon them. The problemis that
they all have God's image stampedon them, so the
mancanneverstop.No matterhow muchhepullsout,
theres still moreto pull. | wasthatman. Becausd

pulledoutmoreandmore,therewaslessandlessthat
| could think about. But because¢herewaslessand
lessthat| couldthink about,l thoughtl wasbecom-
ing moreandmorefocused Becauseé believedthings
thatfilled mewith dread,l thoughtl wassmarterand
braver than the peoplewho didn’t believe them. |

thoughtl saw anemptinessattheheartof theuniverse



thatwashiddenfrom their foolish eyes. Of coursel
wasthefool.

Escape Through Horror

How then did God bring me back? | came, over
time, to feel a greaterand greaterhorror aboutmy-
self. Not exactly a feeling of guilt, not exactly a feel-
ing of shamejusthorror: anoverpaveringsensehat
my conditionwasterribly wrong. Finally it occurred
to meto wonderwhy;, if therewereno differencebe-
tweenthe wonderful and the horrible, | shouldfeel
horror. In lettingthatthoughtthrough,my mentalcen-
sorsblundered. You see,in orderto take the sense
of horror seriouslyandby now | couldnt helpdoing
sol hadto admitthattherewasa differencebetween
thewonderfulandthe horrible afterall. For oncemy
philosophicaltraining did me somegood, becausd
knew thatif thereexisteda horrible,therehadto exist
awonderfulof whichthehorriblewastheabsenceSo
my walls of self-deceptiorcollapsedll atonce.

At this point | becameaware again of the Savior
whom| haddesertedn my twenties. Astonishingly
thoughl hadabandone#im, hehadneverabandoned
me. | now believe Hewasjustin time. Thereis apoint
of noreturn,andl wasalmostthere.l saidl hadbeen
pulling out one componentafter anothey and | had
nearlygotto the motherboard.

Thenext few yearsaftermy corversionwerelik e be-
ingin adarkatticwherel hadbeerfor alongtime, but
in which shutterafter shutterwasbeingthrown back
so that greatshaftsof light beganto streamin and
illuminatethedustycorners. recoreredwholemem-
ories, whole feelings, whole ways of understanding
thatl hadblockedout.

Of coursel hadto repudiatemy dissertation.At the
time | thoughtmy careemwasover because couldnt
possibleretool, rethink, andgetanything written and
publishedbeforemy tenurereview cameup, but by
God’s gracethatturnedout to beuntrue.

Defending What | Had Denied

As an ethicaland political theorist,what| do now is
polesapartfrom what| did sixteenyearsago. What
| write aboutnow is thosevery moral principles|
usedto dery theoneswe cant notknow becausehey
areimprinted on our minds, inscribeduponour con-
scienceswritten onour hearts.

Somecall theseprinciplesthe“naturallaw.” Suchasit
is, my own contrikution to thetheoryof naturallaw is
alittle differentthanthoseof someotherwriters. One
might saythat| specializeén understandinghe ways
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thatwe pretendwe don't know whatwe really do, the
wayswe suppres®ur knowledge,the wayswe hold
it down, the ways we deceve ourseles and others.
| donottry to “prove” the naturallaw asthoughone
couldprovethatby whichall elseis proven;l dotry to
show thatin orderto getanywhereat all, the philoso-
phiesof denialmustalwaysat somepointassumehe
veryfirst principlesthey dery. It is amatterof aweto
me that God haspermittedme to make ary contritu-
tion atall. His promiseis thatif only therebelturns
to JesuChristin repentantaith, giving up claimsof
self-avnershipandallowing this Christthe run of the
house,He will redeemeverythingthereis in it. Just
S0, it wasthroughmy rescuefrom self-deceptiorthat
| learnedaboutself-deceptionHe hasredeemedven
my nihilist pastandputit to use.

Many of my studentstell me they strugglewith the
samedarkinfluencesthat| oncedid. | hopethatby
telling the story of my own escapd may encourage
themto seekthelight.



TheUltimate

Commitment

JohnDowdy, Jr.

JohnDowdy is a SeniorLecturerin the
Departmentof Financeand Real Es-
tate. He also practiceslaw in Arling-
ton.

Commitment!Theanswelsurprisedne—noithecon—
tent, but the source.Theword wasspolen by Jackie,
one of four boys with whom | was walking on that
Sundaymorning. | consideredt a matureresponse
for afourteen-yeaold.

OnthatSunday| haddecidedto take a differentap-
proachin my MissionArlington Bible study It wasa
brisk Novemberday, andjunior high schoolboys get
restlessn a hurry whencoopedup in a smallroom.
Sol suggestethatwetake aperamllatoryapproach.
We couldwalk andlearn. After all, JesudHimself did
muchof His teachingwhile walking; andlI’'m sureHis
discipleshadmuchlongerattentionspanghanjunior
high boys.

| hadbegunthe discussiorwith a questionon the na-
tureof love, curiousto seewhattheresponsavouldbe
from youngstersvho camefrom lessthanprivileged
backgroundsTwo of thebaoys, JackieandJordarboth
respondedo the question. The othertwo boys were
not asinterestedandtheir levels of attentionseemed
to ebbandflow. But atleastthey werent beingdis-
tractionsandmaybesomeof whatwasbeingsaidwas
finding fertile ground,evenin their minds.

It waswhenJackietalked of commitmenthat| knew
he had morethana simple superficialunderstanding
of love. Our discussioncontinuedas we talked of
God’s love and how He makes His love personalto
uswhenHe cameto usin Personn JesusHis Son.
Poll takers occasionallyconductsurweys of religious
beliefs,and publishedresultswill shav thatanover
whelmingmajority of the populacehave somebelief
in God. What peoplebelieve aboutHim sometimes
getsconfusing however. It seemghatsomewhile ac-
knowledgingHis existencedo notreallyincludeGod
in their personalives. They seeHim asimpersonal
andunknawvable. Thereforeto them,He is irrelevant
or nonessential.

For the professingChristian, this is somevhat per

plexing. Perhapghe attitudesof thosewho fail to be-
lieve in a loving, personalGod can be explainedby

thewaythey treatthereality of sufferingandinjustice
in the world in which they have to live. How cana
loving God allow so muchsuffering andinjusticeto

exist?

If onebelievesin aDivine Creatorwho saysthatHis

creationis good,thensuffering of childrenandinjus-
ticesaredifficult to reconcilewith God’s beautyand
goodnessGod’s love andbeautytell us a greatdeal
aboutour world. Divine love and beautyare exten-
sionsof God’s characteandpersonality To saythat
we experiencethe giving andreceving of love, that
we appreciatébeauty andthat we opposeinjustice—
andthat God doesnt—would be to saywe have capa-
bilities the Creatordoesnot have. Thatdoesnt even
make goodnonsense.

God createdin usthe capacityto experiencethe joy
of beauty Beautyis everywhere—sunrisesunsetthe
graceof an animal, the majesty of mountains,the
serenity of a deep forest, the music of a flowing
stream. It canbefoundin the work of a gifted com-
poser poetor author

Loveis thework of God's handaswell. Any manor
womanwho loves,andwho believesin God asCre-
ator, hasto concludethatlove is partof His creation.
He gave uslove andthecapacityto give andto recevve
it. Obviously, love comesin differentcontets. The
Greekshave a word for the friendshipkind of love,
anotherfor the love betweera manandwoman. The
mostprofoundkind of love is expressedy the word
agape God'ssufferinglove. It isthestrongestvordin

ary humanlanguagewhich speaksof God’s love for

us. Thisis thekind of love to which He is continually
callingusto actout.

The Bible tells usthat God took the initiative in cre-
ation (Gen. 1:1). He speakscreationinto existence
(Gen. 1:3-26). The Genesisaccountthen relates
God’s creationof maleandfemale,“in His own im-

age” (Gen. 1:27). What doesthis mean? There
is only one conclusionwe candraw from Scripture;
namely that the Creatorinfinite, holy, and perfect—
creatednenandwomenfor arelationshipwith Him-

self. Thisis notadescriptionof animpersonakhndan
uncaringGod.

If onebelievesin God,andacceptthefactthatGodis

perfectthenit goeswithoutsayingthatthelovewhich

He hasextendedto the humanraceis a productof



theperfectrelationshipGodestablishedvith usin the
beginning. To saythathumanitycant understandhis
perfectlove would be anunderstatemenPerhapsll
Godwantedwassimply to walk with usin a garden.
But thena maladycalled“sin” enteredcreationand
thehumanrace,andin sin humanitylost the capacity
to give andunderstandsod’s love.

Sin canbe called a disease.It becamea part of hu-
manity’s condition early on, andit is debilitatingto
humanity Unlike otherdiseasedor which humans
have discovered preventionsand cures, this particu-
lar diseases incurable. We know very little about
sin otherthanits symptoms. Even the Apostle Paul
hadlittle understandingf this malady asevidenced
by his quandarydescribedn Romans7:15-24.At the
very least,Paul was constantlybaffled by it even af-
terhebecamea Christian.We don't really understand
sin, eventhoughwe experienceit, practiceit openly
andsuffer its consequences.

In light of all this, | wantedmy Mission Arlington
boys to realizethat God is a God of surprises. He
refusedto leave usto our sin. Eventhoughwe lost
the capacityto give andunderstandHis perfectlove,
we have never lost our capacityto receve it. God’s
commitmentacommitmentarisingout of His perfect
love for us,is to provide sahationfor all of humanity
throughHis Son(John3:16).

Love necessitateacommitmentwhetherit’ sthelove
of onefriend for anothey the love of one spousefor
another the love betweenparentsand children, or
the love of God for us. Jackiewas “right on” when
he mentionedccommitmentasa characteristiof love.
What greatercommitmentcould be madethan the
commitmentGod madeto us, to keeploving us and
seeingthe bestin us, in spite of our worst? Love
“alwaysprotects alwaystrusts,alwayshopes always
perseeres. (1 Cor. 13:7N.1.V.)

To makeacommitmento apersormeangrustingthat
personto dealproperlywith thatwhichis committed.
Thelovertruststhe personwhois lovedto recevethe
love in the spirit in which it is offered. This “God-
kind-of-love; of necessityinvolvesrisk—therisk that
the offered love could easily be rejected. The most
painful experiencea personcanhaveis to berejected
by another Therearethoseamonguswho seemnafraid
to love someondor this very reason—thdear of re-
jection. Love makesonevulnerable. It lowersone’s
defensesindexposeausto the possibility of pain.

Commitment,as an indispensablelementof suffer-

6

ing love, is irrevocablytied to vulnerability Those
who arecapableof hurting us the mostarethosewe
love. Without suchvulnerability, love losesits capac-
ity to commitandlosesits capacityto risk.

Since God’s love is perfectand infinite and beyond
ourimaginationjt mustnaturallyfollow thatHis pain
is likewise measurednfinitely whena personrejects
His love andrefusedo acceptHis Son. Yet, He loves
us—compassionatelgompletelyinfinitely, beyondall
measure.God hasgiven eachof us a “shot at life.”
He hasmadeknown to us how muchHe lovesusin
sendingus His Son,Jesus At the sametime, because
He lovesus, He hasgiven eachof usthe freedomto
acceptor to rejectHim.

It is herenonbeliversstumble. They fail to realize
that humanchoiceis necessaryo the dynamic; be-
causepunlessthe objectof onesloveis freeto accept
or to rejectit, thereis arealquestionasto whetheror
notit is love.

| have, sincebecominga Christian,thoughtof com-
mitment as being a step that only | took—by com-
mitting my life to Jesus. My focus on the subject
hassometimedeenunilateral,asif it wasa one-way
street. But God madea commitmentto me beforel
ever evendreamecdbf makinga commitmentto Him.
His commitmentto all of humanityfindsits ultimate
expressionn JesuChrist. JesuChristis God's sac-
rificial commitmento mebeforel everknew Him, an
expressiorof His suffering love!

“While we werestill sinnersChristdiedfor us” (Ro-
mans5:8N.1.V.). He committedHis lovefor us. Now,
thisis truly remarkablellt is entirely consistentwvith
God'sactiity throughouthehistoryof sinanddeath.
In the Bible, we have the recordof God taking the
initiative at every turn. God actsfirst, whetherin cre-
ation or redemption.He doesnot wait for humanity
to take thefirst step. He createdusfor arelationship
with Himself. He hasalwaysbeenthe first to reach
outandestablistthe possibility of a relationship.
Beforel knew my sinful condition was a detriment
spiritually, God hadmadean ultimatecommitmeniof
love to me. This manifestatiorof God’sloveto asin-
ner suchas JohnDowdy, Jr. is beyond my compre-
hension.God's gracioudoveis magnificentandover-
whelming. He really doesconsideme speciallove-
able,andworth saving! What's more,l amcorvinced
thatGodactuallywantsmy compary!

God’s love is not counterfeit,it is real. And when
loveis real,it mustfind expression.Thereis no other



way for love to bereal. SinceGod is the Sourceof
love, it hadto follow thatHe would expressHis love
to humanity theobjectsof His love. God'slove could
only befinally andcompletelyexpressedn oneway—
by His gift of Himselfto us.

ThePersorof JesuChristis thefull andfinal expres-
sion of God’s love for us. He becameoneof us. He
was born of a woman, born into poverty under cir-
cumstancewhich causednary to questiorthelegiti-
magy of His birth. Helivedapproximatelythirty-three
yearsworkedwith His handsasa carpenterandhon-
oredHis fatherandmother WhenHe beganHis pub-
lic ministry, it wasasanobedienSonof His Heavenly
Father His public ministry lastedaboutthree short
years,followed by deathon a Romancrossresened
for criminals. He wastempted,yet without sin. Did
He have to die? | think the answeris “yes’ Onthe
cross,He becameour substitutetakinguponHimself
thesinsof theworld.

God’s perfect,redeemindove had to find expression
—andthiswasGod’s ultimategift of love He diedfor
us,andin theprocessada head-orcollision with all
theforcesof hell itself — something would have had
to contendwith had He not sufferedtherefor me on
thecross.

Butthecrosswasnt all therewasto it. Deathcouldnt
hold Him. God raisedHim from the dead. Justas
God's gracecausedHim to go to the cross, God’s
gracecausedim to extendto usHis resurrectiodife.
Godis aGodof surprises.

Becausdsodsurprisedall of uswith theresurrection,
He givesusrealhopein aworld filled with sinandin-
justice.While it is difficult to try to figure Godout, it
is equallydifficult to try to figureoutthecrucifiedand
resurrectedOne. Even today peoplestill cant fig-
ure Jesusout. Somemoderntheologianshave begun
to questioncertainthingsabout‘the historicalJesus.
Thereis evena groupcalled“The JesusSeminal’ It
seems superficiallyat least,to be a group of schol-
arswho meetandtake voteson the authenticityof the
Gospelstrying to figureoutwhatJesusaidor did not
say whatHe did or did notdo. They apparentlythink
they have moreinsightthanthefaithful.

What the membersof The JesusSeminarfail to see
is that, becauseGod doesnt do things the way we
would, He doesnt always meet our expectations.
They seemto be hung up, for example, on the fact
that Jesus’post-resurrectiorappearances/ere only
to believers,not to non-believers. Haven't they read
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whatJesusaidto Thomastheapostle?Because/ou
have seenme, you have believed; blessedare those
who have not seenandyet have believed:! (Jn. 20:29
N.1.V.).

Timeshaven't changedlIf we cant make Jesusmore
likeus,thenourtendeny is to backoff andevenreject
Him. Humanity often refusesto acceptthe factthat
God s going to be God, whetherHe matchesup to
ourexpectationr not. Ourtemptationis to persistin
trying to recreategsodin our own image.
Thegoodnewsis thatHe meetsour need.If we cant
understanddim, sowhat? We don't have to, because
He hasgivenusthe ability to receve His perfectlove
and sahation without understandindully. He gives
us a gift of faith that hasthe potentialto lead us to
understanding.

Thereal problemis God’s love is very disturbing, if
we really take Him seriously It shouldcauseus to
live courageouslyAfter all, Jesushasalreadysetthe
examplefor courageousiving. Jesudivedsocoura-
geouslyHe wascrucified. After His resurrectiorand
ascensionHe asked us, His disciples,to live at the
pointof risk.

Consider therisk

Humanity is always one generationaway from total
unbelief, unlessour commitmentis to faith and the
telling of His story,

His Gospelis alwaysat risk becausdherearethose
whowould commitatrocities‘in thenameof Christ”;
thosewho would justify their racistattitudesand vi-
olentactivities andclaim to be Christian. Manipula-
tion andtheuseof intimidation, however subtle,often
substitutedor the work of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit
of JesugChrist.

Therearetheinstanceshatbringrisk to the Gospeby
thoseChristianswho areill-tempered,causinghonbe-
lieversto bedrivenfurtheraway from His truth.
Sexualmisconductndfinancialdishonestyothbring
embarrassmenod the communityof faith.

We would regularly put the Gospelat risk whenwe
resortto the legalismfrom which our faith in Christ
hassetusfree.

Accepting the watering down of His
Gospelmakingit “cheapgrace”(D. Bonhoefer), de-
stroys commitmentand distorts the expectationsof
the Gospelshope.

While Jesusis a greatteachey there are thosewho
stopthere;failing to recognizethat He is more than
ateacher He is the Christ of God’s future hopefor



humanity

Risk! A necessarglementthat accompanie$sod’s
love. God’s love necessarilyextendsGod’s risk. The
risks of faith in my own life have led to intensespir-
itual struggles,as| have wrestledwith doubt, ques-
tioning how aloving Godcouldallow sinto getaway
with so muchevil in the world He created.Intellec-
tually, the risk of acceptingGod's love in Christhas
sometimeprovidedthebasisfor ridicule fromwould-
be friends,andhassometimeded to beingmisunder
stoodin the practiceof law.

Genuineministry takesplaceevery dayin the nameof
Christ,resultingin changedives,mineincluded.The
Gospels critics andits detractorhave denigratedhe
Christ,madefun of Him, andhave evenwatereddown
andcheapenettis messageSomehave eventried to
silenceHim. But Jesusis just as alive and present
today as when He rosefrom the deadtwo thousand
yearsago. He hassharedHis life with sinful human-
ity, committingHimselfto us.

How canarybody, onceconfrontedwith the truth of
God’s love, missout on Who He is andhow He has
cometo usin Personin His Son? Therehadto be
a reasonfor sucha drasticact of redemptionby the
eternalGod. He got my attention,andl’ ve neverbeen
thesamesince.

It is only God’s commitmentof His love that ulti-
mately redeems, reconciles, and provides the
paradigmfor living a life thatis worth living. The
crossof Christ epitomizesGod’s ultimate love, His
sacrificiallove, His suffering love for a sinful human-
ity, for Jackieandhis friends,andevenfor me. Be-
causeof thechangedie hasbroughtaboutin us,there
is the possibilityto live sacrificiallivesin trying to do
somegoodin theworld, encouragingthersto livein
peaceln God’s ultimatecommitmenibf lovein Jesus
Christ,He hasgoneasfarasHe cangoin reachingout
to establishrelationshipwith eachindividual member
of the humanrace. His purposewasto createeter
nalmonumentsn thechangedivesof thoseto whom
He hasimpartedHis resurrectiorlife and on whose
heartsHe haspermanentlywritten His words. Only
themind of Godcouldconceve suchaplan;andonly
GodHimselfcouldcarryit out.

How do| respondo suchlove? By gratefullyaccept-
ing it; and by humbly and prayerfully turning all of
myself and all | understandbver to Christ, trusting
Him to daily transformme and changeme in accor
dancewith His will.
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